is particularly evident in species that are slow-moving or brood their young (Sotka, 2005) , 60 and may be because the host alga of a mesoherbivore is both its food and habitat, and some less mobile, will establish a feeding preference for an invasive species such as S. muticum 64 when exposed to it, but the time scales involved in such development are unclear.
65
Optimally-foraging animals are expected to prefer readily available sources of food,
66
and in cases where host specificity is strong, an invasive population may therefore escape 67 local herbivores when it is first introduced to a new range (Maron & Vilá, 2001 ). However,
68
once an invasive species proliferates, encounter-rates with local consumers will increase and 69 these may then accept it as a food source. Therefore, it is likely that the longer such a species 70 has been present in an environment, the greater the propensity of local consumers to feed on 71 it will be (Schultheis et al. 2015) . This has been shown to take as little as 20 years in beetles
72
that consume the leaves of invasive trees (Auerbach & Simberloff, 1988) , and data on 73 introduced crops shows that species diversity can be as rich as that found in native 74 controphics after less than 200 years (Strong et al., 1977 considering that herbivory can induce phlorotannin production by 70% (Pavia & Toth, 2000) . feed of grazers, and with S. muticum from the 'young' and 'old' stands in (4) choice trials to 188 determine feeding preferences of the snails (i.e. which material will be selected when given a 189 choice).
190
For each experiment, a standardised protocol was used. Firstly, all algae were 191 collected within one week of being used in trials, and maintained in ambient seawater (~19
192
°C, salinity 34) within the same outdoor aquaria used for feeding trials. Sargassum muticum 193 is notoriously fragile, and difficult to maintain in the laboratory. To minimise the degradation 194 of the fronds, whole individuals were collected by pulling the holdfast from the substrata.
195
Epiphytised fronds were removed, and all individuals were returned to the laboratory within 196 cool-boxes, inside of one day. Algae were inspected daily and gently washed with seawater.
197
Material showing signs of degradation was removed, and the whole individual was rotated in 
205
Handling of algae was kept to a minimum, and great care was taken during blotting of fronds 206 to avoid dislodging vesicles or causing other damage. To further limit degradation, midway 207 through the trials aquaria were carefully upturned into a 1 mm sieve to remove snails and 208 algal material, the aquaria were cleaned using an abrasive pad, and all material was then 209 returned for the remainder of the experiment. Some, but not all, of the S. muticum clippings 210 used in autogenic trials lost mass, notably those used in Experiment 4 (Section 3.4, Figure 5 ). at Bull Bay, nor on the adjacent coastline, and so these individuals were extremely likely to 230 be naïve to this food-source. This was done to avoid biasing the study by using 231 mesoherbivores with a history of S. muticum consumption, thereby ensuring differences in 232 feeding responses were a product of the algal condition, and not that of the consumer.
233
Although the no-choice technique has been criticised for not producing 'true' feeding 234 responses (Roa, 1992) , no-choice trials were used for two reasons. clippings from individual alga in the analysis (n = 18).
247
Phlorotannin abundances in each of the six S. muticum individuals were determined.
248
Samples from the upper frond were washed in distilled water, frozen at -20 °C, and then 
Willingness of grazers experienced with S. muticum to feed upon it

319
There were significant differences between the willingness-to-feed on the S. muticum indicating that they were equally willing to feed on the invasive and native algae. Willingness to feed differed between species and grazer origin ( been present, the more the local population of grazers will encounter it, and therefore the 365 more likely they will be to consume it. These results provide evidence in support of the 
